
Short Story and the Novel
Assignment 1

1. reading. Complete Lesson 1 of the 
study guide and all of the 
accompanying reading. This week 
you will be reading a large excerpt 
from Arabian Nights,  a work that 
contains folktales in a frame story. 
The work was written over many 
centuries, but an English 
translation appeared in the early 
1700s. Remember that we will be 
reading studying the short stories 
chronologically, and animal tales 
are some of the first-known works 
of fiction written.

2. music inspired by literature. Listen 
to at least fifteen minutes of 
Rimsky-Korsakov’s orchestral 
suite Scheherazade. Can you tell what motifs represent the Sultan and what motifs 
represent Scheherazade? Be able to discuss this in class.

3. Choose a work from the appendix of the study guide.
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