The Fox and the Watch
By John Lengkeek

Once upon a time a fox was wandering along a road mumbling under his breath.
“Why don't they listen to me.... I deserved to be in charge...If only there was a
way I could convince them.” As if his prayers were answered, he spied something
reflecting in the sun down the road and he trotted towards it eagerly. It had a
glassy top and shiny metal bottom with two strange black things spinning around.
The Fox exclaimed, “What a marvelous little device—I wonder what it is. I know!
Let me go ask Mr. Turtle, wisest of all animals.”

After carefully picking up the object he frolicked to Mr Turtle's house by the
river. As he got near, Mr. Turtle spied him. “Ahh, young cub, where are you going
at such a speed?” At the same Mr. Turtle removed his fresh Cuban cigar from his
mouth.

“Uhh .....to see you Mr. Turtle, I need some advice.”

Mr. Turtle leaned forward eagerly on his rocking chair, “Yes?”

“Well, I found this object on the road and was wondering what it is,” said the
Fox with a slight grin on his face. After looking at it for a few seconds, Mr. Turtle
said, “That looks like a watch to me. Man uses them to keep track of when to eat,
when to rest, and practically for everything. My advice is stay away from it.
Mother Earth has not made us use those. In fact don't trust any of man's
inventions except for these fine Cuban cigars.” And with that, he started smoking
again.

Fox immediately ran off and gathered all the animals. He exclaimed, "Look at
what I made! It will show us when to eat, when to go to sleep and get up.” All the
animals cheered.

Meanwhile, someone told Mr Turtle what happened. He almost choked on a
cigar and said that nothing good would come from this. Mr. Fox felt like the king
of the world. He was invited to everyone's house and did not need to worry about
food or shelter. But then tragedy struck for the fox: the watch stopped one
morning. When the animals asked what time it was, the fox said it was right
before breakfast. So for almost a week the animals waited till the clock told them it
was time for breakfast, but it never was. Finally, they all went to Mr. Turtle. They
banged on his doors. Mr. Turtle looked out his bedroom window and said, “You
fools! What are you doing here at three am in the morning? You have changed
your entire lives around because of a device you don't know anything about and
by listening to somebody who knows nothing about it,” said Mr. Turtle. The
animals, realizing they had been tricked, immediately filed a civil lawsuit against
the fox, which is still ongoing.

Don't trust anything you know nothing about even if it is convenient or small or
harmless looking till you know how to master it.



