
Lesson 1
Arthurian Romance

VOCABULARY

Discovering Meanings
Use context clues to figure out the meaning of the italicized words. The answers are 
provided at the end of the exercise.

1. Under the light it was obvious that the $100 bill was counterfeit.
a) well earned
b) fake but passed off as real
c) old

2. After running the five-mile race, Ellis, Tad, and Gabriel panted all the way to the 
lemonade stand.
a) breathed heavily as from exhaustion or emotion
b) raced
c) walked in a tired manner

3. Was Benedict Arnold ever put on trial for treason?
a) a misdeed
b) taking over a position of authority by force
c) disloyalty to a king or country 

4. Did the 17th-century house on the manor belong to Henry V’s earl?
a) charming house
b) field meant for agriculture
c) property belonging to a lord

5. The soldiers were ambushed last night.
a) to make a sudden or surprise attack
b) refreshed
c) given arms

6. The villain’s henchman captured the hero and got him to the castle.
a) enemy



b) a follower or one who does the commands of another
c) a hero’s weakness

7. Mr. Lars bade the boys not to stay out late ever again.
a) commanded
b) begged
c) punished

8. The knight drew out the sword from the scabbard.
a) stone
b) sheath for a sword
c) mushroom patch

9. The abbess of the priory welcomed the visitor.
a) castle
b) king’s court
c) a place where nuns or monks live

10. The king told his knights not to dismay; all would go well in battle.
a) argue against a plan
b) lose hope; be in fear
c) be cowardly

11. Although he was valiant soldier, he was self-willed and not to be trusted.
a) brave
b) burly and strong
c) kind

12. The soldier assailed the guards at the gate.
a) got intoxicated, or drunk
b) saluted
c) attacked forcefully

13. We heard the plaintive cries of the widows in mourning.
a) mournful; very sad
b) shrieking
c) soft



14. The county sheriff took the miscreants and led them to their cell.
a) protestors
b) villains
c) escaped convicts

15. Do not make the king wroth by your rudeness.
a) annoyed
b) very angry
c) jolly

ABOUT WORDS AND WORD ORIGINS

Wrath, Wroth, Wriggle, and Writhe
What does twisting have to do with being angry? Both the word wroth (meaning angry) 
and the word writhe (meaning to twist) come from the Old English word for twist, 
wrīthan. The noun form of the word wroth is wrath. Wroth is rarely used today, and when 
it is used it usually appears in writing, not speech. However, the word wrathful, which 
also means angry, is rather common and can also be used in contexts that wroth cannot. 
For example, we can say that The king was wroth when he found out about the villain’s 
deed, but we cannot say that The wroth king threw down his scepter. Instead, we would say 
The wrathful king threw down his scepter. Thus, wroth cannot be used as an attributive 
adjective (an adjective that comes before the word it modifies), while wrathful can. 
Wriggle (also meaning to twist and turn) is a related to writhe, wrath and wroth, and is 
derived from the Old English word wrigian. 

Vocabulary Exercise 1.1
SYNONYMS AND ANTONYMS

Choose a word that is the closest synonym or antonym to the word printed in small 
capitals. See Vocabulary Exercise 1.1 for an example.

1. COUNTERFEIT

a) mercantile
b) loose
c) ragged
d) genuine
e) roasted



2. VALIANT

a) courageous
b) crushed
c) servile
d) messy
e) scattered

3. TREASON

a) soft
b) swift
c) political
d) loyalty
e) fresh

4. ASSAIL

a) propel
b) sample
c) choose
d) ease
e) attack

5. PLAINTIVE

a) direful
b) playful
c) joyful
d) careful
e) restful

1. MISCREANT

a) cripple
b) notion
c) author
d) rogue
e) man

2. DISMAY

a) criticism
b) possibility
c) hopefulness



d) darling
e) mansion

3. BID

a) ask
b) find
c) prop
d) identify
e) praise

4. PRIORY

a) dairy
b) pasture
c) priesthood
d) abbey
e) anticipation

5. SCABBARD

a) game
b) sheath
c) sea creature
d) sword
e) jousting

Vocabulary Exercise 1.2

FILL IN THE BLANK

Use one of the following words from the word bank to complete the sentences below. You 
may have to change the form of the word to fit the sentence. Each word is only used once.

WORD BANK

bid, pant, counterfeit, ambushed, dismayed, miscreant, plaintive, wroth, treasonous, 
valiant, assailed 

EXAMPLE

After the king meets with the ambassadors, he will ___ his servants to lead them out 
of his palace.
ANSWER: BID

1. The prime minister gave an address telling the people not to be ___ after the recent 
bad news regarding the economy.



2. How many of the ___ soldiers died in battle, giving up their own lives for the safety 
and welfare of their own countrymen?

3. The ___ travelers had to yield their purses to the thieving highwaymen.

4. During the political unrest in the communist country, the thieves, insurrectionists, 
troublemakers and other ___ were put into prison without a trial.

5. The old woman let out such a ___ sound that anyone’s heart would have been moved 
to hear her.

6. What was the penalty for committing ___ acts during the American War for 
Independence?

7. After running only several yards, Jim began to ___, giving clear evidence that he was 
out of shape.

8. The enemy soldiers traveled several miles and ___ the fortress.

9. When the messenger brought the ill news of the treasonous earls to the king, was he 
very ___?

10. The shifty-looking man paid us in dollar bills that proved to be ___.

READING

Mixed Fealties
Reading Comprehension Questions

1. Which of the following is true concerning the ship that appeared in the lake of the 
woods where Arthur had been hunting?
a) Morgan le Fay had sent it to bring the hunting party back to Camelot.
b) It was sent by enchantment.
c) It was sent by the Lady of the Lake
d) It belonged to Ontzlake.
e) It belonged to Damas.

2. How had the knights ended up in the prison where Arthur awoke?
a) They were sent there by Morgan le Fay’s enchantment.
b) They had been cruelly waylaid by Damas.
c) They had been cruelly waylaid by Ontzlake.



d) They were traitors to Ontzlake and imprisoned for their disloyalty.
e) They were miscreants imprisoned for crimes against Arthur.

3. Which of the following words BEST defines the word smote (printed in bold)?
a) congratulated
b) struck
c) lay down
d) played with
e) destroyed

4. Which of the following BEST describes Accolon?
a) a traitor to Arthur
b) Morgan le Fay’s brother
c) Onzlake’s brother
d) an enchanter
e) one who fights for Damas

5. What is the relationship between Morgan le Fay and Arthur?
a) brother and sister
b) cousins
c) mother and son
d) aunt and nephew
e) uncle and niece

6. What is the irony of Accolon’s declaring that he would kill all enchanters when he 
woke up in the well?
a) Accolon took advantage of Morgan le Fay’s enchantment in the battle.
b) Accolon loved the Lady of the Lake.
c) Accolon never wanted to kill Arthur.
d) Like Arthur, Accolon was duped by the ladies in the ship.
e) Morgan le Fay was not related to Accolon.

7. Which of the following typical characteristics of Romance is NOT found in this story?
a) enchantment
b) a lady threatened by villains
c) fealty to one’s lord and treachery
d) a dark prison
e) a tournament



8. Why did Accolon agree to the contest with the knight, who later proved to be Arthur?
a) He had decided that he would not kill his opponent in the contest.
b) He had been bewitched by the Lady of the Lake.
c) He had Excalibur.
d) Accolon wanted to kill Arthur, as he had cheated him.
e) Accolon wanted to prove that he was stronger than any knight in Damas’s 

kingdom.

9. Which of the following words does NOT describe how women are portrayed in 
Malory’s Romance?
a) as enchantresses
b) as rescuers
c) as deceitful
d) as royalty
e) as cowardly

10. Which of the following describes the sword that Arthur used in battle?
a) One of Morgan le Fay’s ladies gave it to Arthur.
b) It was not fit for battle.
c) King Arthur believed that Morgan le Fay had given it to help him.
d) all of the above
e) none of the above

LITERARY TERMS

Arthurian Legend
Although it centers on a Briton king, the Arthurian legend was a literary tradition not 
limited to the island of Great Britain, where the Britons lived. It indeed had a long history 
in France with such writers as Chretien de Troyes (fl. 1170), who is considered the first 
great author of the legend. In England, the first work on the Briton king was written two 
centuries later with Sir Gawain and the Green Knight (c. 1370). Written in Middle 
English, the work has been edited and made available to students studying Medieval 
literature by the Oxford professor J. R. R. Tolkien, author of The Hobbit and The Lord of 
the Rings. 

Thomas Malory (†1471) wrote an extensive number of episodes regarding the king 
and his knights titled The Death of Arthur (Le Morte d’Arthur), although the work was 
originally titled The Book of King Arthur and His Noble Knights of the Round Table, from 



which the story “Mixed Fealties” (not Malory’s own title) was taken. The Victorian poet 
Alfred Tennyson (1809–1892) wrote a series of poems on Arthur titled Idylls of the King. 
This excellent work went through several changes as he added to his originally published 
work in 1859. In his 1888 edition, the work contained twelve poems, arranged 
chronologically.

WRITING RESPONSE

Composition 1
In one paragraph of about 5 to 10 sentences, write down what you think is the theme of 
Malory’s tale and explain how that theme is developed through different literary devices, 
such as plot details or situational irony.

Composition 2
In one paragraph of about 5 to 10 sentences, summarize the plot of Malory’s story.

BOOKS TO READ
Choose among the following books to read. You will be asked to write an essay on the 
book in Lesson 10.

The Briton Period

Andrew Lang. Tales of King Arthur and the Round Table. London: Longmans, Green and 
Co., 1918.

Billings, Randolph. In Search of Jabir’s Horses. 2010.

Sterne, Emma Gelders and Barbara Lindsay. King Arthur and the Knights of the Round 
Table. New York: Golden Press, 1962.

The Medieval Period

Grey, Elizabeth Janet. Adam of the Road. New York: Puffin Books, 1942.

Pyle, Howard. The Merry Adventures of Robin Hood. 

Tolkien, J. R. R.. The Hobbit.


