
Classical Greek
Assignment 1

• Memorize the alphabet that appears on 
page 1 of Atherton (found in “Materials 
Needed”). You will want to be able to say 
all the letters without a hitch from alpha 
to omega.

• Memorize the sounds of the letters as 
well as the vowel combinations (called 
diphthongs) on page 2 of Atherton.

• Practice writing the letters, using the 
sheet that I have provided under 
“Materials Needed.” Also, I show you 
how to make the letters in this video. 
(See if you can tell which letter I 
mistakenly skipped!)

• There may be one or more questions on 
the National Greek Exam that deal with 
Greek mythology. Sometimes there is 
one, sometimes four, sometimes none. 
Since there are so few questions (maybe 
none) on the NGE that will involve 
Greek mythology, and since we have 
such limited time in class, it would make 
more sense for us to focus on just the 
language. Besides, in the past, most of 
my students already had studied Greek 
mythology. If you don’t feel confident 
about your knowledge in Greek 
mythology, you may want to do some 
self-study, such as reading D’aulaire’s delightful illustrated book on Greek 
mythology for children, which will basically teach you everything that you will 
need to know (and you will enjoy it). Here’s a little diagnostic test: If you do not 
know who Oedipus is; what the name of Odysseus’s wife was, or how long 
Odysseus was absent from his home; or what Jason was in search for when he want 
off on the ship Argo, then a review of Greek mythology might be good for you!

• Review your notes that you wrote in class.
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