
Classical Greek
Assignment 11

• Here is another Greek quotation to 
memorize: ἤθος ἀνθρώπῳ δαίμων. It 
is usually translated “Character is 
fate,” meaning that a man’s moral 
character or makeup determines 
what happens to him. The three 
words (in their nominative form) 
used in this quotation are
• ἤθος custom; a man’s character
• ἄνθρωπος (man)
• δαίμων (divine spirit)
From ἤθος we get the words ethical (moral) and ethos (a culture’s customs); from δαίμων we 
get the word demon. In Ancient Greece, the word was often translated “divine spirit,” but 
when used in the New Testament, it means “demon.” The quotation is from Heraclitus, who 
was a philosopher/writer living before Socrates. The quotation has been cited so many times 
in literature. I will give you just one, from Thomas Hardy’s Mayor of Casterbridge, which, by 
the way, is a novel in which the plot is based on Heraclitus’s (supposed) idea. Incidentally, 
Thomas Hardy based his major critically acclaimed novels on Greek tragedy and its 
treatment of fate. 

“Character is Fate, said Novalis [German writer], and Farfrae’s character was just the reverse of 
Henchard’s, who might not inaptly be described as Faust has been described—as a vehement 
gloomy being who had quitted the ways of vulgar men without light to guide him on a better way.”

—Thomas Hardy, The Mayor of Casterbridge

• Read chapters 68–73 of Guerber’s Story of the Greeks.
• In one short paragraph, tell whether you agree or disagree with Heraclitus’s idea (as 

translated). You will be reading what you have written in class.
• Memorize the conjugation of the word λούω (I wash) in the middle voice:
• Memorize the following vocabulary:

• Complete the following translations.
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