
A is for Apple
Assignment 23

Most Important Things First!
One of the most important skills young 
students must learn for academic growth is 
being attentive and carrying through on 
instruction. Unless students fully 
understand and actively think through what 
they are being taught, the lesson has failed. 
This week I would like the students to be 
especially attentive during their at-home 
lessons.

Handwriting
Complete pages 81–82 of the handwriting book.

Dictation
Students will review the use of the apostrophe with an oral exercise and with another dictation 
session. This time teacher should first read the sentence, then repeat the italicized word and ask if 
the word has or does not have an apostrophe. Remind students that words with an apostrophe 
show possession. 

ORAL EXERCISE 5 ON APOSTROPHES

1. I don’t know where John’s basketball is.
Answer: John’s has an apostrophe. (The basketball belongs to John.)

2. Go to your father’s office.
Answer: Father’s has an apostrophe. (The office “belongs to” Father?)

3. We saw a lot of ducks in the pond.
Answer: Ducks does not have an apostrophe. (Nothing belongs to the ducks.)

4. I need to buy some new glasses.
Answer: Glasses does not have an apostrophe. (Nothing belongs to the glasses.)

5. Do not forget to wear your boots!
Answer: Boots does not have an apostrophe. (Nothing belongs to the boots.)

6. I picked up someone’s wallet.
Answer: Someone’s has an apostrophe. (The wallet belongs to someone.)

7. We washed the guest room’s sheets and blankets.
Answer: Room’s has an apostrophe. (The sheets and blankets belong to the room.)

8. There are many trees in his neighborhood.
Answer: Trees does not have an apostrophe. (Nothing belongs to the trees.)

9. Nathan went to his uncle’s farm.
Answer: Uncle’s has an apostrophe. (The farm belongs to Nathan’s uncle.) 

10.How do you get the mud off your shoes?
Answer: Shoes does not have an apostrophe. (Nothing belongs to the shoes.)



Before giving the dictation, review the ie and wh letter combinations and remind students 
to capitalize the first word in the sentence and to include an end mark.

EXERCISE A

1. Be brief.
2. Why did they?
3. It’s a shield.
4. Where are they?
5. Look at that whale!

Reading and Phonics
Complete Lesson 23 of volume 2.

Poetry
Memorize stanzas 1–6 of Henry Charles Beeching’s “Going Down Hill on a Bicycle.” 

Riddles for Speech Day
Students will be reading a riddle, too, to illustrate what how they have been introduced to 
various letter combinations. Make sure that your child practices reading his riddle for the 
parents.

Poems to Recite for Speech Day
For Speech Day the students will be reciting a poem, which I am planning to have at 11:15 
a.m. on Friday, April 25 (at the Broomall Reformed Presbyterian Church). In addition to a 
few other highlights, students will be reciting poems and having a spelling bee (in teams). Below 
is a list of students with the poem that each will be reciting.

Mary Francis Jennings “The Arrow and the Song” by Henry Wadsworth Longfellow
Ethan House   “A Chill” by Christina Rossetti
Johnny Bruno   “The Lord Will Provide” by William Cowper
Noelle Haselbarth  “There is But One May” by Christina Rossetti
Lucas Maximo   “The City Mouse and the Garden Mouse” by Christina Rossetti
Sienna Dougherty  “A Morning Song” by Isaac Watts
Abigail  Humbert  “The Sun Has Long Been Set” by William Wordsworth
Gus Wargo   “Swinging” by W. K. Clifford
Ben Wallacavage  “The Little Elf” by John Kendrick Bangs

Suggested Reading
Ai-Ling Louie. Yeh-Shen. Philomel, 1982. This book is based on the oldest known version of the 
Cinderella story, set in China. Remember that my weekly book suggestions are for the benefit of 
parents to develop their child’s interest in reading, and they are not required for the class.


