
Classical Greek II
Assignment 1

• The following Greek quotation should be easy to memorize. It consists of only five 
words, two of which are repeated:

 ἀεὶ κολοιὸς παρὰ κολοιῷ ἱζάνει.

“A jackdaw always is found near a jackdaw” or rendered more literally, “A jackdaw 
always sits beside a jackdaw.” An English equivalent of this Greek saying is “Birds 
of a feather flock together.” The analysis of the saying is featured below.

• Make sure that you are able to 
do the following: 1) recite the 
Greek alphabet from alpha to 
omega.  2) recognize the capitals 
and lower case 3) Be able to 
write all of the letters, given the 
name of the letter 4) know the 
sounds of the letters and the 
diphthongs. Refer to sections 1–
5 in Davis.

• Review vocabulary from last 
year by studying sections 10, 22, 
30, 33, 46, 55, 57 in Davis. I will 
quiz you in class!

• Review the tenses that we went 
over last year: present and imperfect, active and passive voice. Also, review the 
second declension, masculine and neuter: the article ὁ, λόγος, ἄνθρωπος, οὐρονός, 
δοῦλος and ἒργον (neuter). You can find the declensions in Davis, chapters 5 –9 (V–
IX).

• Translation: Machen, Section 76.

Vocabulary of the Quotation

ἀεί always     κολοιὸς jackdaw (singular, masculine)      ἰζανω sit 
παρά near, beside     κολοιῷ jackdaw in dative, singular


